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8.  That all short-wave wireless receiving sets, private as well
as official, the use of which will no more be acquiesced, be handed
over.

9.  That en clair telegrams informing your Government of having
been notified of a state of war will be allowed through the liaison
officer.

TRIBUTE TO JAPANESE EMPLOYEES OF
THE EMBASSY

December 112, 1941

The conduct of our Japanese employees has been beyond all
praise. All of them expressed desire to stay with us until our de-
parture, but as they are not permitted to leave the premises or to
communicate with their families and to return while under employ-
ment of the American Government, we have been forced to dis-
charge those whose services are not essential. We assume that all
of them will eventually have to be discharged. A substantial number
of persons will be continuously needed to prevent deterioration of
the buildings and grounds and to maintain machinery and equip-
ment, and we expect that arrangements can be made by the mission
eventually" representing American interests to engage our Japanese.

I urgently requested of the Department that in the meantime
I be authorized to assure our Japanese employees, whose loyalty
and sense of responsibility under the most difficult conditions have
been extraordinary, that our Government will adequately com-
pensate those discharged and will arrange to continue the employ-
ment of the older men during the war. The chief messenger has
been with us for about forty years, and many others have been
employed for ten years or more.

GRACE UNDER PRESSURE

December 13, 1941

The staff wished to have a dance this Saturday evening in the
community rooms at the chancery, but while wishing to take every
practicable and proper step to keep up their morale, I vetoed the
idea of a dance, because I thought it unwise at this serious time to
convey to the police, who were then swarming in the compound,
the assumption that we in the Embassy were taking the situation
flippantly. I knew that there was not the slightest harm in the dancing
itself but, unfortunately* the mere idea of dancing always conveys
an assumption of gaiety, and our thoughts are anything but gay jtist
now. Every other step for entertainment and for keeping up morale
I approved.

Thus the community room, arranged and ably managed by Ruth
Kelley, became known as " The Lido/* and it afforded a pleasant
gathering place for the staff, with an open fire, big comfortable